HONORS PSYCHOLOGY – Approaches to Psychology



 
      
MR. SCHOLL
“SCIENTIFIC METHOD PRACTICE”

Did You Know: The world lunacy (insanity) comes from the word lunar (“of the moon”)

Psychologists wanted to find out if people are less likely to help in an emergency situation if there is a full moon. An “emergency” situation (a flat tire) was staged for 20 males and 20 females, all in cars. One-half of the subjects were tested when there was a full moon. The other half was tested when there was no full moon. Helping was defined as “seeing the flat tire, stopping, and getting out of the car to assist in any way.”

1. What is the hypothesis?

2. Who were the subjects?

3. What was the dependent variable?

4. What was the independent variable?

5. What was the control group?

6. What was the experimental group?

TRY SETTING UP YOUR OWN…

A motivational speaker claims that wearing red on the day of an exam “energizes” the brain and improves performance. Your psychology professor doubts that this is true. Design an experiment that would test whether the speaker is correct.

1. What is your hypothesis?

2. Who are the subjects?

3. What is the dependent variable?

4. What is the independent variable?

5. What is the control group?

6. What is the experimental group?
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