	TO THE TEACHER:

Directions for the E-Z  Political Orientation Quiz
(quiz follows this page)
WHAT IS GOOD ABOUT THIS QUIZ
   Unlike many what-is-your-political-ideology quizzes, this one includes questions about local government and education policy.  It excludes issues of extreme topicality, so it will not become instantly obsolete.  

  This quiz assumes that the illegality of racial discrimination in employment is a settled issue.  It also assumes that a conservative might not oppose abortion under all circumstances, and that a liberal might not want to ban handguns altogether.
In Questions 1-5, A is the liberal answer, D is the conservative answer.  “Give yourself a point on the Liberalism Scale for each A answer.”
In questions 6-10, D is the liberal answer, A is the conservative answer.  “Give yourself a point on the Liberalism Scale for each D answer.”
In questions 11-15, A is the liberal answer, D is the conservative answer.  “Give yourself a point on the Liberalism Scale for each A answer.”
In questions 16-20, D is the liberal answer, A is the conservative answer.  “Give yourself a point on the Liberalism Scale for each D answer.”
Scores

Conservatives: 8 and below

Centrists: 9, 10, or 11

Liberals: 12 or higher

(Be sure to emphasize to your students the meanings of  “left,”  “right,” “left-of-center,” “right-of-center,” “far left,” and “far right.”  In this quiz, a score of 19 or 20 might be “far left” while a score of 1 or 2 might be “far right.”   For many students, “centrist” will need an explanation.)



E-Z POLITICAL ORIENTATION QUIZ
Write “A” for Agree, “D” for Disagree.

____ 1.  The federal government has a moral obligation to try to reduce the poverty rate from its current level of about 13%.

_____2.  Civil rights laws banning employment discrimination should include gays and lesbians as well as racial and religious minorities

_____3.  Local governments have an obligation to make our cities attractive; they should do this with street trees, well-placed parks, laws requiring fences around junkyards, etc., etc., etc.

_____4.  Over the long run, federal, state, and local governments should make it much harder to purchase a handgun, and they should keep better track of who owns handguns.

_____5.  When intervening abroad, the United States should not go it alone.  “Burden-sharing” saves American lives and gives the mission—whatever it is—a greater chance of success.  This can be done through the UN or through alliances with other major powers.

_____6.  Because the fetus is a human being (or potential human being), abortion should be highly restricted, though there may be cases where abortion should be legal.

_____7.  Labor unions do more harm than good.

_____8.  Foreign aid should be cut back or eliminated.

_____9.  If a criminal is guilty, he should go to jail, even if it turns out that his defense attorney didn’t show up until 10 minutes after the trial started and that the judge permitted the defendant to defend himself during those 10 minutes.

_____10.  The federal government can reduce pollution more by cooperating with large corporations than by maintaining an oppositional relationship.

____11.    It isn’t fair to make both a middle-class person and a rich person pay 10% of their income in taxes; if the middle-class person pays 10%, the rich person should pay somewhat more than that.

____12.  One  way or another, the federal government should make sure that all Americans get medical care.

_____13.  Local communities should not have the power to shut down porn stores.  If people want to buy pornography, they should be able to.

_____14.  The best way to fight crime is to get to the root causes of crime—things like poverty and discrimination.

_____15. Academic subjects are important, but schools have to do many other things, too, like after-school programs and taking care of people who are not “educable” in a traditional sense.  These activities are rarely “somebody else’s job.”  They are the school’s job.

_____16.  Federal anti-poverty programs rarely work, and even when they do work, they spend more money paying the bureaucrats than paying money to poor people.

_____17.  Local governments over-regulate with zoning; they should give property owners more power to use their property as they please.  For example, if you want to turn your shoe-store into a bar, they shouldn’t be able to stop you, even if it is within 2 blocks of a school.

_____18.  I am very concerned about governments wasting small amounts of money because I am convinced that these small amounts add up to large amounts.

_____19. If we define “being educated” as “knowing about what most high school graduates know,” then our schools cannot educate 95% of the population because lots of people don’t want to be educated and lots of others don’t have the mental capacity—and neither can be helped.  

_____20.  The federal government has an obligation to be involved in lots of things, but promoting the arts isn’t one of them, so the National Endowment for the Arts should be abolished..

My total score _________________
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