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Limits on the Monarchy in England: Comparing Important Documents and Events

Directions:  Use the documents provided to complete the chart below: (1) Why was the limitation necessary? (2) Specifically, how did this limitation weaken the power of the English monarch? (3) Rank order these 7 limitations from most important to least important.  

	Event or Document
	Why was this necessary? (Describe the reasons this came to be)
	How did this document or event limit the power of the English monarchy?
	Limitation Rating

(Do last)

	Magna Carta


	
	
	

	Petition of Rights


	
	
	

	Long Parliament


	
	
	


	Event or Document
	Why was this necessary? (Describe the reasons this came to be)
	How did this document or event limit the power of the English monarchy?
	Limitation Rating

(Do last)

	Habeas Corpus


	
	
	

	English Bill of Rights


	
	
	

	Cabinet & 

Prime Minister
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Limits on the Monarchy in England: Creating an Illustrated Storybook or Poster

Project Due on Friday, November 16, 2012
Directions:  Now that you have examined the ways in which the monarch of England has been limited over the years (thus creating a Constitutional Monarchy in England), create an illustrated storybook or poster that both shows and explains the path by which England became a Limited Monarchy 

Assignment Option #1—Storybook Directions:

· 10 Points—Storybook must tell a story—the story can either be about England becoming a limited monarchy OR something else that takes place in the era of England becoming a limited monarchy

· 50 Points—Storybook must specifically mention and discuss the impact of FIVE of the following eight events:

· Magna Carta

· Petition of Rights

· English Civil War

· Glorious Revolution

· 
Bill of Rights

· Habeas Corpus 

· Cabinet

· Prime Minister

· 10 Points—Storybook must be illustrated

· 10 Points—Storybook must have a distinct beginning, middle, and end

· 20 Points—Storybook must be at least 10 pages long


· 100 Points Total 

——OR——

Assignment Option #2—Poster Directions:  

· 20 Points—Poster must show the gradual adoption of limitations on the English monarchy either by creating a timeline or a flow-chart 

· 50 Points—Poster must address the specific limitations AND the impact on the English government of ALL of the following events:

· William the Conquer & the Norman Invasions

· Weaknesses of King John 

· Magna Carta

· Problems between Parliament and the Stuart Kings

· Petition of Rights

· English Civil War

· 
Execution of Charles I 

· Commonwealth 

· Glorious Revolution

· Bill of Rights

· Habeas Corpus 

· Cabinet

· Prime Minister

· Poster must include information in the student’s own words—may not be copied and pasted from internet sites or copied directly from book  (otherwise will be considered plagiarism) 

· 20 Points—Poster must have at least 8 illustrations that reflect the content on the poster

· 10 Points—Poster must have a title


· 100 Points Total 

The English Bill of Rights, 1689

When the Catholic king, James II, was forced from the English throne in 1688, Parliament offered the crown to his Protestant daughter Mary and her husband William of Orange.  But Parliament insisted that William and Mary submit to a Bill of Rights.  This document sums up the powers that Parliament had been seeking since the Petition of Right in 1628.  The provisions of the Bill of Rights covered two topics: (1) limitations on the monarchy and (2) granting individual rights.

Limitations on the monarchy:

· Monarchy cannot raise taxes without Parliament approval

· Monarchy cannot maintain an army without Parliament approval

· Monarchy cannot overturn laws passed by Parliament

· Parliament would be held often and allow for freedom of debate

Individual Rights:

· Guaranteed the right to a trial by jury

· Outlawed cruel and unusual punishment for a crime

· Limited the amount of bail a person must pay to be released from jail while awaiting trial

· Guaranteed freedom of speech to citizens and right to appeal complaints to the monarchy

· Guaranteed free elections for members running for Parliament

Magna Carta, 1215

In 1215, the Kingdom of England was very different than it was during the Civil War, Restoration, or Glorious Revolution.  England extended from its current location into the mainland of Europe, encompassing much of present-day France.  In 1215, King John ruled England.  Feudal lords and members of the Great Council (an early form of Parliament) also exerted control over government decisions.  King John became very unpopular with the feudal lords because he began to increase taxes and punished his enemies without a trial.  The lords became upset and tried to protect themselves.  They forced John to sign the Magna Carta (or Great Charter) in 1215.  The Magna Carta was the first document to limit the power of the monarchy and guarantee rights to the people.

The Magna Carta is written as a very vague (unspecific) document.  Much of its meaning is the result of later interpretations of its 63 provisions.  Basically, here are the important (albeit, interpreted) provisions:

· No taxes shall be imposed unless agreed upon by the Great Council

· No man shall be imprisoned without reason

· People accused of a crime are guaranteed the right to a trial by jury

Nobles intended the Magna Carta to protect their feudal rights, but over time this document would be extended to protect the rights of all English citizens.

Habeas Corpus Act, 1679

During the reign of the Merry Monarch, Charles II, England enjoyed religious toleration and cooperation with Parliament from its king.  However, it became evident as Charles II grew older with no heirs, his brother James II would take over as king.  James II did not share his brother’s accommodating nature and quickly made it known that he would restore absolutism in England.

In 1679, Parliament tried to pass the Exclusion Bill that would allow Parliament to skip over James II and make James’ daughter, Mary, the Queen of England.  The Whigs supported the Exclusion Bill, but the Tories defended the monarchy.  The two could not agree.  Finally, the two sides reached a compromise:  The Whigs would drop their support of the Exclusion Bill if the Tories would agree to Habeas Corpus.

According to Habeas Corpus, a person could not be held in jail without a good reason, without opportunity to post bail, or without the opportunity for a trial by a jury.  This act took power away from the king and gave more rights to the people.  

Act of Settlement, 1701

When James II became king of England in 1685, he let it be known that he was a practicing Catholic and would not become an Anglican (member of the Church of England, a Protestant faith created by Henry VIII).  He openly defied the Clarendon Code of the 1660s, which reaffirmed the Church of England as the official religion of England and mandated that only Anglicans could attend universities, serve in Parliament, and preach in churches.  (The Clarendon Code was passed to limit both Puritans and Catholics).

Following James’ exile after the Glorious Revolution, he tried to return to England and regain his throne.  He gained the support of the many Catholics in Ireland and Scotland to help him in this revolt.  The uprising failed, but it added to the anti-Catholic feelings in England.

In 1701, Parliament passed the Act of Settlement which excluded any Catholic from ever becoming monarch in England.  This was limitation on the English monarchy.

The Cabinet and the Prime Minister, 1702-1727

After the deaths of William and Mary, Mary’s sister Anne became Queen of England.  It was during Anne’s reign as queen that Parliament’s powers greatly increased.  Anne was not the greatest politician.  As a result she relied heavily on a small group of advisors from Parliament.  These advisors helped the queen make decisions about what to do in England.  This group of advisors became known as the Cabinet.  

Under Anne, the Cabinet’s decision often became Anne’s decision.  The Cabinet eventually became a permanent group.  They were selected from the majority party of Parliament’s House of Commons.  The Cabinet limited the power of the monarchy by its increase in access and influence upon the monarch.

When Anne died in 1714, George I became king.  George was German and did not speak English.  As a result, he stopped going to cabinet meetings.  As a result, the cabinet needed a single individual to take charge during meetings.  The leader of the cabinet became known as the Prime Minister.  The Prime Minister also became the leader not only of the cabinet but also of the entire Parliament.  

Eventually the Prime Minister took over many of the duties once reserved for the monarch: managing government money, appointing government officials, and initiating new laws.

The Long Parliament, 1640-1660

During the reign of Charles I, the king refused to accept Parliament’s authority and became so frustrated with Parliament that he dissolved it and swore he would never call them back again.  For the next 11 years, Charles I ruled England without Parliament.  Unfortunately for Charles I, rebellions arose in both Ireland and Scotland and Charles I needed to send an army to put these rebellions down.  He needed money to do this.  Charles became so desperate for money that he was forced to call Parliament back in 1640.

When Parliament met, they voiced their anger to Charles and swore to reduce the power of the monarchy and increase the influence of the Parliament.  This Parliament met for almost 20 years and became known as the Long Parliament.  

The Long Parliament was successful in reducing some of the powers of the monarchy:

· Abolished special courts used by the king to imprison political opponents

· Passed a law requiring Parliament to meet at least every 3 years

· Ended illegal taxation

Parliament’s resentment of the king grew so large that they attempted to force Charles I to sign a document called the Nineteen Propositions.  This would have made Parliament more important and influential than the king.  Charles refused to sign, leading in part to the English Civil War.

The Petition of Right

Charles I hated that he had to share power with Parliament, especially in order to get money to fund his programs.  After many frustrating confrontations, Charles I dissolved Parliament (this would happen often) until he needed money.  When Parliament finally was called back after having been dissolved, its members were upset and attempted to limit the king’s power.

In 1628, Charles I agreed to sign the Petition of Right in exchange for an increase in taxes to fund wars with France and Spain.  The Petition of Right limited the monarchy in four important ways:

· King cannot collect taxes or impose taxes without Parliament’s consent

· King cannot imprison anyone without just cause

· King cannot house military troops in people’s homes against their approval

· King cannot declare martial law unless country is at war

Charles I would continue to rule and ignore the Petition of Right, but later kings would be forced to recognize the limitations made by this important document.

